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with excerpts from the Kindergarten curriculum guide.

Please note that the guides are printed in black and white.
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Chapter 1

Introduction to Global Village School and the
Whole Child, Healthy Planet Method

It's an amazing world we live in. We are delighted to be your guides as your family
explores the wonders of life on this planet together. We hope that this curriculum
facilitates a powerful and engaging experience that opens your children’s hearts, eyes,
and minds to all the magical people, places, and experiences this world has to offer.

This is such an incredible time to be alive because so much of the world is open to us
people in other centuries did not have access to the amount of knowledge and
information that we do. The thought of homeschooling may be intimidating if you are a
first-time homeschooler, but we trust that you will soon feel much more confident as
your view of learning expands to include the world around you. In fact, you'll likely have
trouble remembering what you were so worried about!

ABOUT GLOBAL VILLAGE SCHOOL AND OUR AUTHORS

GLOBAL VILLAGE SCHOOL

Founded in 1999, Global Village School offers an international, accredited,
customizable K-12 homeschool diploma program via online and text-based curriculum
alongside individualized teacher services. Two things really set us apart: a creative
flexible approach and an emphasis on peace, justice, diversity, and sustainability.

Global Village recognizes students as individuals with unique needs, interests, and
learning styles. Our program works to adapt our curriculum to the students, rather than
forcing them to adapt to the curriculum. We empower our students to pursue their goals
in a way that prepares them for college and builds on their strengths and talents. We
assist them in staying true to themselves while nurturing and protecting the passion and
enthusiasm for creating a better world that is inherent in so many young people. Our
goal is to help our students figure out what it means to lead authentic and meaningful
lives. Global Village School graduates feel confident in their ability to make a positive
impact on the world around them.

Global Village offers a full K-12 curriculum that covers all the traditional subject areas,
weaving in progressive themes wherever we can. In addition, we offer courses such as
International Human Rights, Planetary Stewardship, Green Gardening (coming soon),
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Peacemakers, Literature of Diversity, and The History of Civil Rights in the U.S. The
distance learning format allows us to work with students around the world.

Our students are a diverse group, coming from many different regions and
backgrounds. Many are very unique the kind of peopl e who dare to march to the beat
of their own drum. They are delighted and relieved to be supported while expressing
themselves and following their dreams. Some choose us because they are budding
young activists yearning for a school that understands their concern for the world.
Others select us because their former schools were not able to meet their individual
needs and learning styles. Many have been given labels such as ADD, ADHD, or simply
lazy, yet they flourish in our alternative learning environment. Some want a more
challenging curriculum; others wish to be free to work at their own pace or to have time
to focus on passions such as art, music, theater, and sports. Sometimes students
experience harassment at school and choose us because we provide a safe, affirming
environment that supports them in being who they truly are.

Our teachers are highly qualified; they are chosen for their commitment to our vision of
promoting peace, understanding, and respect as well as for their flexibility, skill, and
compassion.

A wide variety of families and groups have found our values to be compatible with
theirs, including Buddhists, Unitarian Universalists, families with Indigo children, secular
homeschoolers, and families that have enjoyed Montessori schools. Students who've
experienced Waldorf schools and unschooling are also attracted to Global Village.

In addition to our high school curriculum, our K8 Whole Child, Healthy Planet
curriculum, and our elementary and high school programs, we offer a Partner School
program that supports new schools and homeschool groups in bringing their visions into
being. We provide curriculum, teacher assistance, consulting, learning styles profiles,
and more.
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Global Village Links and Resources: For more information on any of these
offerings, plus additional resources, please visit the following sites:

Global Village School (GVS): www.globalvillageschool.org/
The Global Village Voice (GVS Blog): www.globalvillageschool.org/gvsblog
GVS Bookstore: http://astore.amazon.com/globalvillage-20
Progressive Resources: www.globalvillageresources.org/
GVS on YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/globalvillageschool

GVS on Facebook: www.facebook.com/globalvillageschool

THE AUTHORS

The primary authors, Sally Carless and Michele Blumberg, have more years of practice
in alternative and progressive education administration, teaching, and curriculum
development between them than they care to admit! Their backgrounds include
experience in Montessori, Waldorf, American Indian education, homeschooling, outdoor
education, peace education, learning styles, experiential education, contemplative
education, and Early Childhood Education. Both have written numerous articles and
given presentations around the world. Sally and Michele are very excited to work
together to create the GVS K-8 curriculum.

Sally is the Founding Director and Chief Visionary Officer of Global Village School. She
has been creating innovative curriculum and programs for more than twenty-five years.
Sally has a Master's Degree in Education (Curriculum and Instruction), a B.A. in
Wilderness Recreation, and a California Teaching Credential. She also completed a
year of graduate study in Depth Psychology and studies dream tending at Pacifica
Graduate Institute. Passionately committed to a vision of a more just and peaceful
world, Sally believes that education is a key component of progressive social change.
Her deep concerns about intolerance, violence and inequality in the world led to the
creation of Global Village School in 1999.

Michele is a long-time teacher, tutor, and curriculum developer who has gathered so
many crates of wonderful curriculum materials over the years that she will soon need to
rent an extra house for them all to live in. She has incorporated some of her favorites
into the GVS K-8 curriculum program. Michele has a BA and MA in education, as well
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as Montessori certification. Her strong interest in alternative types of education led her
down many paths, including Montessori and Waldorf schools, directing her own small
school, and working as an educator in a social service agency. Currently she works with
GVS, tutors several students, and works with teachers seeking their Masters degree in
education at Naropa University. Michele has four adult children and two grandchildren.
She spends her time keeping up with her family, traveling, reading, and pursuing her
interest in meditation and philosophy.

We would like to thank:

Mary Kate Considine, our Book Wizard, for writing Books for Instill ing a Love of
Reading, and our book descriptions;

Gretchen Buck for the Classics book list, musical suggestions and her formatting
talents;

Tanya MacGumerait, Wendelin Wagner, and Mary Kay Blackmon for their skillful
editing and valuable feedback;

The Global Village parents who have entrusted the lives of their children to us and
have generously shared their feedback, ideas, and favorite resources; and

Teaching for Change (teachingforchange.org), Acorn Naturalists
(acornnaturalists.org), Free Spirit Publishing (freespirit.com), and Teach With
Movies (Teachwithmovies.org)
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ABOUT THE CURRICULUM

We are delighted to be able to offer curriculum guides that are fully aligned with our
educational values. With a learning styles-centered approach and focus on diversity and
developmental stages, our elementary program is designed to engage the whole child.
The curriculum combines a student-centered philosophy (creative, flexible, holistic, and
experiential) with an emphasis on peace, justice, diversity, and sustainability.

The curriculum guides are centered on the four core principles of the Earth Charter (a
comprehensive and inspiring road map for the future of the planet see Appendix and
www.earthcharter.org):

1) Respect and Care for the Community of Life
2) Ecological Integrity

3) Social and Economic Justice

4) Democracy, Nonviolence, Peace and Diversity

Our K-8 curriculum guides cover all of the core academic subjects in a way that
connects with students through a sense of enchantment, awe, and wonder through the
incorporation of art, music, nature, imagination, and story.

HOW THE SYSTEM WORKS

People who are "products" of traditional schooling methods are taught to follow
directions (and not to get started without them, because you might do something
wrong!). So it is natural to be concerned that you "do it right,” and to want detailed
instructions. That is how most parents start out. What we have observed over the years
is that people get more and more comfortable with the process and soon find (often
during their first homeschool year) that they do not want or need as much instruction as
they thought they did. Kids and their parents get "into the flow" and they are off and
running. School life is never the same again.

We want to help parents and children make the learning process their own. We provide
a multitude of ideas; by following your child s interests and learning style you are free to
branch out in numerous ways. There is no reason for every fourth grader to answer the
same questions about the same topic at the same time. Some families will probably
structure their year exactly as we have suggested, while others may be so excited by
one of the books that they spend several weeks following where it takes them, and,
accordingly, spend less time on some of the other topics.
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